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He first loved us.
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Vision Statement

We are
a weleoming family
of Christ followers,
living Lives
of generosity
as we seek to be
a blessing to others,
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Be Transformed This Advent Season! »

His parents gave him the name Jesus. But the prophets, the shepherds, the
wise men, and the angels addressed him by other names. They called him Lord,
Messiah, Savior, Emmanuel, Light of the World, and Word Made Flesh.

In “Incarnation: Rediscovering the Significance of Christmas,” best-selling
author Adam Hamilton examines the names of Christ used by the gospel writers,
exploring the historical and personal significance of his birth.

This Advent season let’s remember what’s important! In the face of uncer-
tainty and conflict, we can reclaim the Christ Child who brings us together, heals
our hearts, and calls us to bring light into the darkness. Now more than ever, we
need to reflect on the significance of the Christ-child for our lives and world!

This four-week study will begin at the end of November. Sign up at a Con-
nection Table (narthex or Living Water Caf¢), the office or via the link in “First
Light” (see “Staying in the Know” below). Group options are:

Sundays  10:30 our Living Water Café, led by Dave Gehrum
Mondays  6:30 Mothersbaughs’ home in Muncy, led by John Smay
Tuesdays 10:00 sanctuary, led by Pastor Rick

Wednesdays 1:00 sanctuary, led by Sally Gardy

Wednesdays 6:30 our Living Water Café, led by Holly Pote

To complement this Advent study, Pastor Rick is preparing a sermon series
on the Old Testament names of Christ found in Isaiah.

Blessed to Be a Blessing! @%

Due to the pandemic, Family Promise has temporarily suspended its program
of housing homeless families in local churches. But we can still serve this vital
ministry by d 0 n a toatsnhgts, gloves and scarves for babies through adults.
Bring in new or gently used items until Thanksgiving. Hang coats in the designat-
ed sections of the coat racks, outside our Living Water Café or in Heritage Hall.
Hats, gloves and scarves go in the designated bins in the same areas.

Staying in the Know ,\

When the COVID pandemic forced us to suspend the monthly newsletters
and Sunday bulletins with announcements inserts, the church needed a way to
communicate with its people, without exchanging in-person materials. As a result,
“First Light” was created. “First Light” is a weekly electronic newsletter that al-
lows us to communicate the news of the church in a safe and efficient manner.

Even though the monthly newsletter has now resumed, we are still going to
use “First Light” to convey more imminent church news that can't wait for the
monthly newsletter. If you are not receiving “First Light” each Friday afternoon
but would like to, please contact the church office or send an email to communi-
cations@firstumcmuncy.org.

Qi) | ove the | ord your (God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all
your mind. T his is the first and greatest commandment (Matthew 22:37).” ~ Jesus

ARLY Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, please verify dates closer to the day
=¥y of the activity you are interested in. Use the church’s website calendar &
3® or contact the church office (570-546-8030; office@firstumc muncy.org).
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Mothers of Preschoolers
Better Moms Make a Better World!

Welcome back mommas. We invite you
to join our adventure at MOPS this year.
We are calling all moms with children birth
to age 5 to join us. Childcare is available
along with our MOPPETS program. To be
paid n U r sseff pyease contact Gabby.

Our November meetings are tentatively
scheduled at the church on first and third
Sundays, but we may meet on Zoom. We
encourage you to contact us.

We will discuss “Sisterhood Cultiva-
tors”—how we build circles of women who
love each other like family, because we be-
lieve in the transformative potential of rela-
tionships and mentoring.

“Let us consider how we may spur one
another on toward love and good deeds, not
giving up meeting together, as some are in
the habit of doing, but encouraging one an-
other—and all the more as you see the day
approaching (Hebrews 1 0 :(=2 %) . ”

We hope you can join us! Please con-
tact Gabby Marconnet for more informa-
tion and with any questions at kids@
firstumcmuncy.org.

submitted by Gabby

Center for Spiritual
Formation: Zoom Workshops

A “Guided Imagery Prayer Workshop”
will be presented via Zoom by Laura Baber
from 1:00 to 4:00 on Friday, December 4.

“When Life Is Like a Labyrinth” will
be presented by Beth Knight, MAPC, Spir-
itual Director, Pastoral Counselor on Satur-
day, January 9,9 : -@2Q 8rQhursday,
January 14,9 : -@2Q 3@ Zoom.

Go to http://www.centerformation.org/.
The center is an affiliate of the United
Methodist Church.
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Chil dreno S 570-916-9353
Ministry

We have nursery care through age four during the

three worship services, which resume on November 15

(see pages 2 and 6). To serve the churchaspaidn ur s e -
r taff, please contact Gabby.
Sunday school is at 9:30 in Room 104 for ages four
through eleven. We ask all children to wear a mask or
face shield and wash their hands when they come in.
There will be a sign-in at the door every week to track
attendance. We can't wait to have everyone back and
look forward to seeing you soon!

submitted by Gabb® Mancofbpe:

YOUTH Ministry

“Engage” (grades 6-8 )neets at 12:00 on Sundays
in CC207. The God Squad (grades 9-1 2n)eets on
Wednesdays at 7:00 in CC207.

The youth participated in Missions Expo 2020,
which was hosted at our church in October. They pack-
ed 225 refugee Action Packs for Voice of the Martyrs.
Their annual Friendsgiving event is this month.
Youth will be doing community service projects.
An event is planned for recruiting and training peo-
ple to h e | watH our youth ministry. Watch for details!

Malbdnd i i etd, bo Kevi n Myers,

5704122820

Hiring Preschool Substitutes

Our church preschool is hirings u b s t to dssistt € s
the full-time staff on an as-needed basis. No teaching
certification is required. The schedule for 4-year-olds is
12:30 to 3:30, Mondays through Fridays. To learn more
contact Kelly Hoover, Director/Teacher (preschool@
firstumcmuncy.org).

Safe Sanctuaries: Putting Them First

We strive to provide the safest possible environ-

ment at First United Methodist Church in Muncy. Vol-
unteers who work with children, youth or vulnerable

adults at any UM Church, as well as all staff, must
obtain a child abuse history clearance (Act 33), PA and
FBI criminal history reports and complete MinistrySafe
online training. This is done in order to be in compli-

ance with the PA Child Protective Services Law.
Contact our Safe Sanctuaries Chair, LizAnn Barlett,
with questions (570-971-6532, lizbarlett@comcast.net).

€ the worl

?1 each them not to.
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kids@FirstUMCMuncy.org

youth@FirstUMCMuncy.org
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W Men @ Christ Followers A Live your lives in him, rooted and
built up in him ... as you were taught ... (Colossians 2:6b-7).

Men’s Breakfast—7 : Qu@sdays _ _
Cracker Barrel Restaurant, Muncy Learning to Live The

Denny Hammond: 570-772-9983 :
un a d u CHildcageltheogelsagest, Room 102
dhammond67@yahoo.com eginning November .15 ¢l asse:

Muncy Valley UM Men plan to resume

Meeting in January. Harold Geise, Pres. t R&8om 208 Bible Life and Times: Room 200

570-538-9173, hgeise@windstream.net —taught by Sally Gardy; “The Mind of Jesus”
by William Barclay

%) ¥ T VWeslegaf Class: Room 2 O—2group led

% Older Adults t 1 0 BiBli€al Truths” through 11/22: Lounge,

—taught by John Smay, Lay Servant

Keenagers is a ministry to older adults, _ .
however anyone may attend. They gather Tuesday Mor ni nPastorBRickizrehckes aS10:40d vy :

monthly for lunch and a program. Due to in the sanctuary. If you prefer to participate via livestreaming,
pandemic precautions, it has been sus- please contact Jody Robinson at communications@firstumec
pended, tentatively until April 2021. muncy.org. The focus through Nov. 17 is the book of Hosea.
Q{) Wi &’ seek to be a blessing. fi b lect doi d and
idows eek to be a blessing. o not neglect doing good an
sharing, for with such sacrifices God is pleased (Hebrews 13:16).

The Widow's Mite women have sus-

; Mo r rtunities t in boldf: 1 and 3.
pended their monthly lunches due to pan- opportunities to serve are in boldlace on pages 1 an

demic precautions. They are continuing to Mi ssi on etppréviddrletiiing and more for those
support each other with phone calls. All in need! There are non-sewing tasks, and some projects can be
community widows are welcome. Current done from home. Call Nancy Grove (570-433-3133) for the
membership is 45! The coordinator is date and time or watch for it in “First Light” (see page 1).
Ann; Knox (570-546-2012, annewknox @ Touch aLoddleharthts partner to provide Christmas
gmail.com). blessings to people in need in our area. This year each church

first determines the number of people in their congregation

%) who wish to participate. Sign up by November 15 at a Con-
% Women nection Table (in the narthex or our Living Water Café) or via

the link in our weekly “First Light” e— newsletter. Tags will
, be handed out at the church on November 22. Gifts and tags
Our women'’s prayer breakfast meets must be brought to the church no later than December 13.

at 7:30 on Thursdays at the home of Betsy Marine Corps Resénatosmibeys f o

Mothersbaugh, in Muncy (570_971_7$66)' brought to the labeled box at the lower level coat rack, near
Our Body & Soul women’s exercise the Living Water Café.

group meets at 9:00 on Mondays and
Thursdays in the church’s Celebration
Center, where social distancing is easily
accommodated. This is a low-impact
workout, adaptable to an individual’s fit-
ness level and abilities.

United Churches ontwsldttgrcemsed ng
on our lower level bulletin board, classroom hallway (http://
uclc.org/newsletters/). There are many opportunities to serve,
including their D i -&1D e v 0 iminigirn (listen at 570-322-

5762). Volunteers record messages from home. 570-322-1110

Cal vin KIle
R R I O n g , b I a C
() VOLUNTEER NEEDEDt o schedlidiestaken f
'Q‘Sunday door k2ep@3:6:(PF & se con




Sunday Morning Schecule

T Worship services (Nursery care Rm 102)
9:30 Sanctuary—Blended style
T Classes, children (page 3) and adults (page 4)
Grades 6-8 : 1-2 Refd thore on page 3.
Beginning November
T Worship services
8:15 Sanctuary—Traditional style
9:30 Our Living Water Café—Contemporary
10:45 Sanctuary—Blended style
T Nursery O—4yr: 8-9 : £®&02;9 : -3 GRm102
T Prayer for concerns after 8:15 services with
John Smay, Lay Servant — sanctuary

Chr f ol |

“thrc two or three have gathcrcd togcthcr
in Mg name | am there in their midst.”

I st owe

Matthcwi&zo ~Jcsu5
Nov Al1, Saints Su
Cel ebration of

Josh3 =T 7Ps1 0 ~7 ,1-3373;
1 Thess2 -D3Mt2 312 .

Nov. "Sun2ay after
Josh2 4-3dl1 42 5Ps7 871
1 Thess4 : - W BMt2 5113 .

Nov. 'Isund2ady after
Deut 8 17 8P5s 65;
2Cor9 -B5.

Nov. '"Qunday after

Ezek 3 4 :(-11 4 ,-2 2PQ 100;
Ephl : 238Mt2 5 -84.

Nov.1"8@nday
1 Sam16:1-1 3Ps 23;
Eph5 -B4n9 41 .

of Ad

15

Holly

New District Superintendent

The Rev. Dr. Paul Amara was appointed as ‘
District Superintendent of the Williamsport Dis- N )
trict of the UMC, effective July 1. Dr. Amara graduated
from Methodist High School in Sierra Leone, People's
Friendship University in Moscow, Russia with a BA in
History, an MA in Political Science, and a PhD in Inter-
national Relations. He received his MDiv degree from
Colgate Rochester Crozer Divinity School in New York.

Reverend Amara started his ministry in the Wyo-
ming Conference in 2005 and was ordained elder in full
connection in the Susquehanna Conference in 2012. The
churches he has served include Mount Upton and Guil-
ford in the Oneonta District of the former Wyoming Con-
Serend®/2@dIP16né) BenPett-Derr and Wilkes-Barre Cen-
tral in the Scranton Wilkes-Barre District. Most recently
he was appointed to the Albright-Bethune and Park For-
est Churches in the State College District.

Dr. Amara serves on the Conference Mission Com-

n r@itgey the Conference Board of Ordained Ministry and

the Epgsaensry Gommgittee. He was elected to be a clergy

delegate to the 2020 Jurisdictional Conference.
Paul has a contagious sense of joy and draws people
in with his genuine and friendly spirit. His sincere pas-

P &of, bpRitcfifled dresence and commitment to serve
God's purpose has been evident in his desire to be an
effective pastor. He possesses the ability to work collab-

PoéaHVFlyeiIans’%iop and strives to help the church under-
stand their ministry and witness as they serve the greater
community. With ample experiences in global ministry,
his vision for the church is unity in the midst of diversity.

P e nOrignelly fsotn Sierra Leone, he speaks multiple lan-
guages. Paul is married to Kadie (Kadiatu). They have
two sons, Charles and Paul Jr., and two grandchildren,
Andrew and Jacob.

V' € Nords of welcome may be sent to 2420 Nottingham
Road, Williamsport, 17701 or pamara@susumc.org.

To sponsor worship||s
in 2021, please sig( The United Me®hodi gt
Worl d Thank Of ferling
wi || be received on| No
FaiAHm pAove in Actijon
SPECI AL OPPORTUNI DY |[on Sun-
day, November 22: Dulfe to pandemic precau-
tions, we wil/| not wWorship in person. A commu-
ni-wiyde virtual Thank|s gk
be offered by the Mujp¥Potted poinsettias will ¥ec
tiple pastoﬂeipa'rniv,iaﬁlate December . To make di
cebook page or watch ;i[_or\mmﬁ I n the nartr;)ex”F_iarn g
i N : wLi g . una e to obtain 0
Pl rstoenegsitReltare rt.o WOk ¢ 75 c548820). The deadl ifhe
with us and invite yl|o

5



Bl RTHDAYS & ANNI VERSARI ES FINANCE REPORT
T he [ord bless godu, ... be gracious to gou, ... living lives of gener051ty
3"0151V650UPC‘3CC (Numbcrs 6: 2-4""2-6) W ere your treasure is, there w1|| your
heart be also (Matthcw 6:2 ]) » ~Jcsus
11/ Dilane Shoop
11/ RR2istin Ti me CURRENT EXPENSE
11/ 03 Gary Al Balance 9-1-20 $ 21,817.20
11/ 04 Jami e Br Receipts 46,114.26
David Schoch Funds available 67,931.46
11/ 05 Reese RO Total expense 33,022.05
11/ Bennis Fause Net balance 10-1-20 34,909.41
Gai Nuss BENEVOLENCE FUND
11/ K&nt Bennett Balance 9-1-20 3,648.62
11/ Marta Smay, Receipts 4,266.00
Lamper, Wi | | Funds available 7,914.62
11/ D8nna McCasl Total expenses 4,593.21
11/ MdKenna Beye Net balance 10-1-20 3,321.41
11/ R&tsy Charl e BUILDING FUND
11/ &Gi7egg Rhodes Balance 9-1-20 9,207.14
11/318rry Wal bur n, J d s o n|Receipts 15,120.00
11/ D&ve Wallis Funds available 24,327.14
11/ RP&nica Barnes, R q y c e|Total expenses 21,593.85
Kerm Breon, Al i S w a|Net balance 10-1-20 2,733.29
11/ 3dzy For esman
11/ RRicia Bl ackwell, Rayma Gover,
Reed Hansen, JonatCharch GbudadilHighlights fi October
11/ 24 Chant al Gadoury
11/ R&vid Holsinger, Pa/%trrtotiontqw @ $10§0.00 from the benevolence fund
11/ RPévaney Hanford to The Salvatlon Army was approved. They have had
11/ ®Mya Evans, Gl e nn | S ddcandellmost of their yearly fundraising activities.
Paige Wright * A motion to send $500.00 from the benevolence fund
11/ 28net Br own, Da ws o rto ol Sugqekanna Conference for their World Food
11/ 8t hy Henry, Phylll iOferigwasappraved-r g
* The Susquehanna Conference leadership requires all
T T churches to hold charge conferences this year instead
11/ B4t and Bob Schr ef fofchugch conferences. The difference is that for
11/ 10 Bev and Larr\y Rﬁh ch gomference, all church members are invited
11/ 18 Bobbi a i "0 e o atgrgl pn¢l hgvig eice and vote. For a charge con-
11/ 20 Deb and . h a |ferereq, oplg the administrative council members are
11/ 24 Nancy aHpp«i# ¢ k pq_rnyt@ osattend and have voice and vote. If you
Susanne and A”P‘Uf““ry f Mire notenethe administrative council at First UMC,
11/ 8Fe and Garth Ever éVungcy, but have something that you'd like to add to
11/ 28t hy and George |H g¢the q‘:hzyge conference, please see Pastor Rick or
L . Dennis Fausey, Council Chalr before November 12.
ooking ahead ... Fi
* Five youth were conﬁ d and our were brought into
12701 J. P. Mc Cabe, C RtfurkhSnenibdtshi l%b'er tAnother youth will
12/ ABaina Brelsford, TpOBYmdlasi erdat&ayne
Submi titoeddy bRyoChoiumnscan, Recor di n
AiDi sci pliokds Dai ly Dleyoti onal
Order by Dec. 1 i n| § Peacceemaactetee@excerececiectesyeiocpreg..
Water Caf® or by CDnt§@t in lgsscﬂfb@cadprcsfsrthGeneSI S l§2: 2




NOVEMBER

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
All Saints Sun. 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
8:15C1| ass 9:00Women}js| 7200Men' s Dbr kfst 7:30Women' s
9:30Cl asses exercisk @ Cracker| Barrel prayer brleakfast
9:30Wor shi g with 7A-8PEIl ect ijon 9:00Women' s
Holy Communi on pol ling exercise
10:30C1| as s 8:30Take Of|f
12:00 Gr 6i 8 Pounds Selnsibly ,

10:00Bi bl e ptudy W
4:00Mot herq of 7:00Nar cot i|ds30Rehear slal 7
Preschoollers Anonymo% 6:30St udy group 7:00Nar cot i]jcs
7:00Churcn | 7:00Yout h group Anonymous
) counci l
= 7:00Gr i ef Shlar e
8 9 10 1" 12 13 14
8:15C1| ass 9:00Womenyjys| 700Men' s brkfst 7:30Women"' s 9:00Mi ssi orf
9:30C| assefq exercis& @ Cracker| Barrel Prayer Brleakfast Stitcheor s
9:30Wor shi g 830Take Of|f 9:00Women' s
10:30C1| as s Pounds Selnsibly exercise
12:00GrGi 8 10:00Bi bl e Fp12W0@Rr i vat p9:0PApchi v els
‘News‘lﬁtt;er 1:00Daugh®r s commi ttee
of Am. Rev]. K
DEPDLlne S
7:00Nar cot i|]5s30Rehear slal
Anonymous| 7:00Yout h ¢r7fd@@har ge | 7:00Nar cot i|jcs
Z 7:00Gr i ef Shar e conferencleAnonymous
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
8:15Tr adi t il @08BWo me n&s 7:00Men' s br kf st 7:30Wo men' s
wor ship exercis @ Cracker| Barrel prayer brleakfast
9:30C| assefd 8:30Take Of|f 9:00Women' s
9:30Cont emgor Pounds Selnsibly exercise
ary worshl|ip 10:00Bi bl e ftudy
10:45B1 endeld ﬁ 5:30Pr ai se |band
wor ship rehearsal Y
12:00Gr 6i 8 6:30Bi bl e s|tudy
4:00Mot herq of 7:00Gr i ef Sha0@St afafr i $ h 7:00Nar cot i]jcs
Preschool|eTt0BTr ust eesT:00Nar cot ijoasel ati ons| com. Anonymous
Z Anonymous|7:00out h group
World Thank Su 22 23 24 25 26 27 28
815Tr adi t il ®8BWo men}s| 7200Men' s br kfst Office Closed Office Closed
wor ship exercis& @ Cracker Barr el
9:30Cont emplor 8:30Take Offf
ary worshl|ip Pounds Selnsibly
9:30Cl assefg 10:00 Ad v e |
10:45B1 endeld study THANKSGIVING
wor ship 7:00Gr i ef SH&B3®Pr ai se |banPAY
12:00Gr 6i 8 700Fi nancerehearsal 7:00Nar cot i]jcs
com. 7:00Yout h group Anonymous
7:00Communifty 7:00Nar cot i]cs
wor ship o]nline Anony mous
Advent begins 29 30 1 2 3 4 5
8:15Tr adi t il @08BWo me n&s 7:00Men' s b 7:30Wo me n' s
wor ship exercis @ Cracker prayer br
9:30Cont emplor 8:30Take Of 9:00 Wo me n ' s
ary worshlip Pounds Se|100Advent exercise
9:30C| assefd 10:00Ad v e %
10:30Advent study !
study 5:30Pr ai se 7
10:45B[ endeld 7:00Church |rehearsal
worship 6:30Advent Jcounci l 6:30Advent 7:00Narcot i
12:00GrGi 8 . 7:00Gri ef Sh 7:00vyout h g Anonymous

Z

7:00Nar cot i
Anonymous

Due to the pandemic, please verify activity dates closer to the day of occurrence. check the website
calendar (firstumcmuncy.org) or contact the office (570-546-8030; office@firstumc muncy.org).
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[=] PERMIT #151
CHANGE SERVI CE REQUESTED
CHURCH STAFF
Joy Beachel, Marty McCabe, Custodians ................ ....... e (W) 570-546-8030
Lucy Buck, MUSIC DITECLOT ......cc.eeruieeiieiieiieiieniee sttt ettt et (H) 570-584-4521
Barry Grove, Facilities Coordinator, Financial Secretary ...........ccocceceveneevcncnnenne. (C) 570-447-0514
Kelly Hoover, FUM Preschool Director/Teacher .... .........ocoovieiiiiiiiiiiiinnns, (W) 570-546-8030
Paige Kepner, Media Coordinator, RecCeptionist ...........ccceeceevereevienervieneneenienene. (W) 570-546-8030
Gabby Marconnet, Children’s Ministry Coordinator . . ..........cooviniiinninnnnn. (C) 570-9.16-9353
Kevin Myers, Youth Ministry Coordinator . . . ...........ooee.e. . (C) 570-412-2820
Sherrill Reynolds, SECTELATY ........c.coctiriiriiiiiriirierereeeente et (W) 570-546-8030
Jody Robinson, Communications Director, Treasurer ...........cccocevevereenieneeneeneenn. (W) 570-546-8030
Rick Robinson, Pastor . e e W).570-546-8030 (
Tom Ruhl, Associate MUSIC DIr€CtOr .........c.vevvierieiieiieiieeeeneesee e ereere e eeeeeees (C) 570-220-1544
Julie Watson, Assistant Preschool Teacher ........ccocovvviviiiiiiiiiiiieiiieceeeeeeeeee (W) 570-546-8030
We are a welcoming family of
l'iving lives of generosity as we

Chri
see



