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Rev. Richard N. Robinson
570-546-8030
rrobinson@susumec.org
Pastor’s office hours:
Mondays, Wednesdays,
Thursdays 9:00-12:00;
Tuesdays 1:00-4:00;
and by appointment

Sunday Morning Schedule
« Nursery care: 9:30-12:00
o Worship services:
8:15 traditional
9:30 contemporary
9:30 children’s church
10:45 traditional
o Classes:

9:30 adults
10:30 adults; youth
10:45 children

Spiritual Growth Opportunity!

Fifty years after Jesus died, one of his closest companions penned an account
of Jesus’ life. His name was John.

This Lent, experience a season of spiritual growth and life-changing renewal
through the church-wide Lenten study, “John: The Gospel of Light and Life” by
Adam Hamilton. The Gospel of John is the most deeply spiritual of the four gos-
pel, filled with rich images and profound truths. Each session will have a DVD
presentation by Adam Hamilton followed by group discussion.

Seven small groups will gather starting the week of February 27 (see excep-
tion noted below), for six weekly sessions, to follow the life, ministry, death, and
resurrection of Jesus through the Gospel of John. The topics are: The Word Made
Flesh; The Miraculous Signs of Jesus; The "I Am" Sayings of Jesus; The Farewell
Discourse; The Arrest, Trial, and Crucifixion of the King; Eternal Life.

You may register at the Connection Tables on Sundays as well as online
through the church website (firstumecmuncy.org) beginning Sunday, February 6.
Donations toward the cost may be made at the first session.

Choose a day and time that works with your schedule, pick up a book, and be
a part of the small group experience during Lent! Group options are:

Sundays, starting February 27
9:30 a.m. lounge — Leader: Deb Steransky
10:45 a.m. Living Water Cafe — Leader: Dave Gehrum

Mondays, starting February 28
6:30 p.m. lounge — Leader: John Smay

Tuesdays, starting March 1
10:00 a.m. Living Water Café — Leader: Pastor Rick

Wednesdays, starting February 23 (due to no meeting Ash Wednesday, March 2)
6:30 p.m. lounge — Leaders: Holly Pote, Becky Shaner, Nancy Grove,
Elaine Duckworth

Wednesdays, starting March 2
1:00 p.m. Room 202 — Leader: Sally Gardy

Interested in a Zoom option? Contact Cori Cotner (cori.cotner@gmail.com).
submitted by Karen Barraco, Discipleship Team Convener

Blessed to Be a Blessing!

Our God Squad youth group will participate in the 30-Hour Famine, February
11-12. This is an annual youth event which seeks to fight hunger by raising funds
for World Vision, a Christian humanitarian organization. God Squad’s goal is to
raise $1,000.00. To do this, they are asking the congregation to partner with them.
First, we can be in prayer for their efforts and offer encouragement. Second, con-
nect with one or more youth to become a sponsor.

To learn more about the 30 Hour Famine, you can go to their website. If you
have any questions, please contact Kevin Myers at 570-412-2820 or muncygod-
squad@gmail.com.

The 30-Hour Famine will conclude with a Soup-er Bowl Lunch at 12:00 on
Sunday, February 13, in our Celebration Center. All are invited. Donations for the
lunch go toward the group’s goal of raising $1,000.00.

Submitted by Kevin Myers, Youth Ministries Coordinator




Women’s Retreat

Due to pandemic precautions, our an-
nual women’s retreat will be held in the
morning only, on Saturday, April 30, in
our Living Water Café, with social dis-
tancing.

Local pastor, Susan Halverstadt, will
be our leader. Her plan is to offer it both
in-person and virtually via Zoom. If the
pandemic would cause the in-person op-
tion to be canceled, we can still host the
virtual option. Please check the March
newsletter for the theme.

submitted by Paige Kepner
Women's Retreat Team Leader

Blessing Missions

Though United Methodist
Women is no longer active at Muncy,
some of the mission work that was done
in the past by that group will continue.

One of those missions is the annual
collection of the World Thank Offering.
Through this offering, contributions to
mission projects are given to all 50 states
and in almost 100 countries. The cups
that were distributed in November will
be collected in November 2022. As in
the past, the monies received will go to
the national organization of the United
Methodist Women.

submitted by Gail Pentz

Faithful Intentions

We don’t have to master all spiritual
practices in the new year. But we can
earnestly choose to be more spiritual at
any point in time. It’s a daily resetting of
our minds and souls. It’s trying again
after we “fail,” knowing we can’t fail if
we’re trying.

Prayers are usually “Thank you!” or
“Help me!” But I began to pray for other
people when I was hurting. It’s changed
my perspective about what others go
through and how many blessings I have.

Pray wherever you are, in the way that
works for you. If you haven’t in a while,
if you don’t believe it works ... then
pray that.

Laurens Glass UMCOM.org
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Tips for When the Command
“Do not be anxious” Is Hard

Seven tips to combat fear:
Pray.
Focus on the positive.
Create a to do list.
Find a reason to laugh.
Take up a new activity.
Turn off the news.
Revisit something that comforts you.

Crystal Caviness, UM Communications, updated 9/3/21

Practicing the Presence of God

A silent retreat in the Benedictine tradition is offered at
the Center for Spiritual Formation, from 6:30 p.m. Monday,
April 25, until 10:00 a.m. Wednesday, April 27, at Orchard
Hill, Millerstown. Find details and register at centerfor-
mation.org. The Center is affiliated with the Susquehanna
Conference of the UMC. The deadline to register is April 11.

In the silence, The Word becomes more audible; His
Peace permeates more deeply; and there is refreshment that
comes from time apart. Come away to the quiet, to the calm,
to the Creator. Share rich liturgy and holy hours through the
day and night. Experience communion and consolation. Be
made new from the inside out. Minister to your own soul so
you can minister to others.

$165 includes meals, lodging and devotional materials.

Blessing Refugees

Try to remember back to 1999 when this church, thanks
to Joanie Castlebury and her committee, brought our first
refugee family from Croatia. That year Memet and Nazifé
Mifteri (and their soon to be born first child) joined us in
Muncy. Remember? They didn’t stay long for she wanted
to be near her female relatives in Kentucky, to have her first
child. So they only stayed a month. I heard from Memet re-
cently. He stopped by Muncy, but we didn’t connect. He left a
nice note thanking the church for all we did to welcome them,
make them feel loved, and get them started in America.

If you recall the family and want to send a note their ad-
dress is below. I know they’ll be thrilled to hear from you. If
you want to call them, call me for their phone number.

523 Heritage Way, Mount Washington, KY 40047

Love, Sally Gardy



Our Faith Journey

What’s the bedrock of life for Christians? Is it Bible read-
ing? Church participation? Prayer? Is it a belief that Jesus is
God’s Son?

The foundation of Christian living is faith in Christ. Faith
is the central loyalty that gives purpose and direction to our
lives. Christian faith is grounding our lives in the living God
as revealed especially in Jesus the Christ.

This faith does not happen overnight. It’s a journey.
From birth to death we’re growing in faith. There are ups and
downs—and sometimes long flat stretches where we seem to
be stalled in our journey. But little by little, most of us deep-
en our relationship with God.

In part, this growth in faith is a gift. Through our partici-
pation in the community of faith, through our openness to
God’s love, we receive this marvelous treasure. But faith is
also a choice we make, an often difficult decision to put God
and God’s reign first in our lives, no matter what the cost.

We cannot say that some people are “ahead” in the journey of
faith and others “behind.” Faith is not something we possess
by degrees. The journey is complex, different for each travel-
er and involving at least four intertwined pathways.

T Trusting: First and foremost, faith is trusting. To be a
person of faith is to rely on God, to know that “the Lord is
my shepherd (Psalm 23).” It’s to rest confidently in the pow-
er and care of the living, loving Lord who’s revealed in the
Bible and in our own experience. Faith is to give ourselves
to the movement of God’s Spirit in our lives and in our times,
not knowing where it will lead.

T Believing: Faith is also believing in someone. In the
Apostle’s Creed, for example, we say, “I believe in God the
Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.” This is not the
same as saying, “I believe that God the Father Almighty ex-
ists.” Rather, we’re confessing our confidence in God, our
devoted loyalty, and our allegiance. Such belief may involve
going beyond what we’re sure of and taking a “leap of faith.”

T Following: There’s more to faith than trusting and be-
lieving. Faith is more active, a matter of doing as well as be-
ing. So Jesus said to his first disciples, “Follow me.” To be
faithful is to follow Jesus the Christ. It is to be one of his dis-
ciples, seeking to understand his will and his way—and to do
it. Such discipleship is not an easy matter. Jesus said, “If any
want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and
take up their cross and follow me. For those who want to
save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my
sake will find it (Matthew 16:24-25).” (continued to column 2)

]ourney (continued from column 1)

T Hoping: Christian faith is also a mat-
ter of hoping, of leaning into the future
that God has promised. It’s living with the
assurance that God is bringing in the time
of shalom, God’s reign here on earth. As
Easter people, we have a hope born of the
Resurrection: God has already conquered
sin and death, and the kingdom of love,
righteousness, peace and justice is even
now breaking in. To abide in hope is to
watch and pray for God’s future and to
join in the ministries through which it
will be realized.

Surrounded by the love and encourage-
ment of the community of believers, we
persevere on the journey of faith, ever
trusting, believing, following and hoping.

Excerpted from The United Methodist Mem-
ber’s Handbook, Revised and Expanded by
George E. Koehler, pp. 62-63

Be the Church

The UMC “People of God” campaign
reminds us of who we are at our best—the
spirit-filled, resilient, missional, connect-
ed, faithful, diverse, committed, justice-
seeking and deeply rooted people of God
called The United Methodist Church.

We, the people called United Method-
ists, are living through trying times. Our
disagreements have reached what many
see as a breaking point. Yet we are united
by our core Wesleyan values. We are a
church that has persevered through chal-
lenges while remaining deeply rooted in
our Wesleyan heritage.

The “People of God” campaign cele-
brates the core values that connect the
people of The United Methodist Church.
No matter what, God is with us, and we
continue to have opportunities to make
disciples of Jesus Christ for the transfor-
mation of the world!

The hashtag #BeUMC invites us to not
only embody those values, but to actively
embrace our aspirations and be the church
our world so desperately needs. Every day
1s an opportunity to live into our mission
and strive to #BeUMC.



Student Scholarships

Applications are available in the
church office for our First United Meth-
odist Church Scholarship. High school
seniors who are active participants at
First United Methodist Church, Muncy,
may apply. For 2022, two $1000 schol-
arships will be awarded. The deadline to
apply is April 15.

College students may apply at www.
gbhem.org/loans-scholarships/
scholarships/list-of-scholarships.

Scholarship Committee

2021 Financial Report

Again we have been blessed with a
positive year for our church finances.

At the end of 2021, the balances were:

current expense fund: $301.89
building fund: $6,674.94
benevolence fund: $8,926.67

In January church council decided to
distribute $8,000.00 of the benevolence
fund balance to charitable and Christian
organizations to aid them in 2022. A
committee chaired by Gary Allshouse
will make this distribution. Their recom-
mendation will go to church council and
then be published to the congregation.

We received $4,140.00 for Sojourner
Truth Ministries in our Christmas Eve
offering. We sent them $5,000.00.

We sent over $6,100.00 in donations
to the United Methodist Committee on
Relief for tornado relief efforts.

After these decisions, we began 2022
with the following balances.

current expense fund: $301.89
building fund: $6,674.94
benevolence fund: $66.67

In 2021 over $570,000.00 in offerings
and donations was received. We will dis-
tribute over $74,000.00 (12.9% of our
income) through the benevolence fund.

Please contact me with any questions
concerning our church finances.

Barry Grove, Finance Committee Chair

50+ Year Members

We honor the following individuals for having been
members of First United Methodist Church, Muncy, for 50
years or more. Asterisks indicate 71 years or more.

Pearl Rathmell (1941)* Chalmer VanHorn (1962)
Peach Bardo (1945)* Garman Zehner (1963)
Doris Fritz (1945)* Jan Madison (1964)
Janice Oden (1946)* Kathy Burkhart (1965)
Loretta Ryder (1946)* Gail Nuss (1965)

Dave Wallis (1946)* Lin Frey (1966)

Jean Gardner Camp (1947)*  Kathi Blaker (1966)
Alberta Shaner (1948)* Robin Bardo (1969)
Connie Holtzapple (1951)* Dennis DeWald (1969)
Gary Edwards (1954) Donna McCaslin (1969)
Sandy Schell (1954) Leon McCaslin (1969)
Connie Sommers (1954) John Smay (1969)

Sally Zehner (1954) Linda Holsinger (1970)
Nancy Lyons (1956) Molly Kemmerer(1970)
Ann Dougherty (1957) Wayne Kemmerer (1970)
Judy Rider (1958) Anne Knox (1970)

Mark Hester (1960) Elsie Smith (1971)
Vonnie Poust (1960) Jane Lucas (1972)
Joanie Wallis (1960) Deb Frye (1972)

Marshal Frye (1961)

Our Covenant With the Church

When we commit to life as disciples of Christ, we are
asked to: 1) Be loyal to Christ through the United Method-
ist Church and do all in our power to strengthen its minis-
tries (The Book of Discipline—The Meaning of Member-
ship: 2016, § 217.5); and 2) Be faithful participants in its
ministries by our prayers, presence, gifts, service and wit-
ness (217.6).

We agree to give a significant portion of our time to
the ministry that we are called to. Will the activities filling
our calendars show us to be good stewards of the time with
which God gifts us? We ask ourselves:

T Will the time set for speaking and listening to God be
an unbreakable appointment?

T Will worship and learning as part of the faith commun-
ity be a priority?

T What will we do/not do to make our money and talents
available for ministry?

T What will we do outside the church that shows we are
disciples of Jesus Christ?

T How will we demonstrate the transformational power
of the love of Christ? (2015 UM Program Calendar)



Get Connected!

Please use our website calendar
to confirm events closer to the date.

T Coffee, snacks: Welcome Center and
Living Water Caf¢, before/after Sunday
worship services—Contact Candy
Winters (570-546-3963) to host (make
coffee, set out snacks, and clean up).

T Men'’s fellowship: 8:00 p.m. Sundays;
Kevin Myers, 570-412-2820

T Body & Soul women’s exercise: 9 a.m.
Mondays and Thursdays, Celebration
Center; Linda Holsinger, 570-546-6840

T Men’s fellowship breakfast: 7:00
Tuesdays, Cracker Barrel Restaurant;
Denny Hammond, 570-772-9983

T Revelation study: 10:00 Tuesdays,
Living Water Café; no registration, no
homework; Pastor Rick, 570-546-8030

T GriefShare: 13-week series,
6:30 Tuesdays, Welcome Center;
Holly Pote, hmpote@yahoo.com

1 Life in Bible Times: 1:00 Wednesdays,
Room 202; Sally Gardy, 570-546-7040

T God Squad (gr 7-12): 6:30 Wednesdays,
CC207; Kevin Myers, 570-412-2820

T That They May Know” Bible study: 6:30
Wednesdays, café; Pastor Rick

T Women’s prayer breakfast: Thursdays
8:30, Betsy Mothersbaugh’s home
(Muncy), 570-971-7866

T Rehearsals, Thursdays: hand bells (6:15,
Tom Ruhl, 570-220-1544); chancel
choir (7:30; Lucy Buck, 570-584-4521)

+ Mission Stitchers: 9—12:00 3™ Saturdays,
Nancy Grove, 570-433-3133

T Flour Power baking ministry: 9:00, last
Saturdays; Patti Myers, 570-515-0674

T Muncy Valley UM Men, fellowship,
service: 7 PM Feb. 28, Welcome Center
Harold Geise, 570-538-9173

T Bible study: 6:30, every other Wednes-
day (February 2,16), lounge; Holly Pote,
hmpote@yahoo.com

Community Groups

* Benefit social dance: February 5, 7-10:00,
Celebration Center; missions donation;
Glidewells, bgdance@comcast.net

TREASURER’S REPORT
CURRENT EXPENSE
Balance 12-1-21 $6,311.86
Receipts 40,996.33
Funds available 47,308.19
Total expenses 47,006.30
Net balance 1-1-22 301.89
BENEVOLENCE FUND
Balance 12-1-21 9,855.87
Receipts 3,072.65
Funds available 12,928.52
Total expenses 4,001.85
Net balance 1-1-22 8,926.67
BUILDING FUND
Balance 12-1-21 26,116.00
Receipts 2,334,00
Funds available 28,450.00
Total expenses 21,775.06
Net balance 1-1-22 6,674.94

* Good 'n Plenty Supper—Curb-side pick up only’

I Wed., Feb. 2 3:30-6:00
chicken and biscuits, mashed potatoes, .
- vegetable, salad, dessert
| Suggested donation $12  No child-size meals I
. March: roasted turkey .
It’s a Date!

Our Keenagers older adults will eat with the Muncy
Senior Citizens at 12:00 on Wednesday, February 16.
Please call Linda Holsinger to make a reservation (570-
546-6840).

Ongoing Prayers

We hold in prayer our church family who are home-
bound or living in long-term care facilities, along with
those from our community who are serving in the armed
forces.

e Homebound: Floss McCarty, Elsie Smith

¢ Assisted living facilities and nursing/rehabilitation
centers: LeRoy Frontz, Jean Hester, Jake LeVan, Bill
McCarty, Tony Rebuck, Alberta Shaner, Tom Weaver

e Serving in the armed forces: Brett Bardo, Tyler Barto,
Jamie Campbell, Morgan Eck, Madison Foreman,
Josh Garverick, Pat Gaydon, John Kuhn, Joshua
Kustanbauter, Matt Lucas, Matthew McCabe,

Chad McElwee, Ginger Paddock, Derek Reese,
Chris Secules, Tyler Smay, Coty Steele, Scott Wolfe,
Roy Zeisloft



CELEBRATIONS

THANKYOU

To add a birthday or anniversary, contact the
office (570-546-8030, office@firstumcmuncy.org).

May the blessings of our loving God
fill your heart with joy!

2/1 Alida Ritter, Josephine Zerbe
2/2  Cindy Campbell, Brett Karschner,
Ruth Phillips, Zach Soohy
2/3  Judy Hartzell, Stan Nierzwicki
2/4  Mike Sherman
2/5 Don Pote
2/6 Patrice Bond, Kevin Myers, Chalmer VanHorn
2/7  Gloria Baggott, Cindy Collister
2/8 Ken Kohler, Claire Soohy, Natalie Wilcox
2/9 Lauren Bellows
2/11 Elizabeth Barto, John Rider
2/14 Jean Gardner Camp
2/15 Clara Bennett
2/16 Brock Frye, Sue Kohler, Dave Swartz
2/17 Chris Lesher . ?

2/18 Carol Steward SUatber
2/19 Julie Rishel é%ﬁfﬁél

2/20 Shirley Leonard
2/22 Andrea Betzer, George Collister, Morgan
Eck, Marshal Frye, Andreasha Gardner
2/23 Eugene Artman, Chris Ebner,
Michael McJunkin
2/24 Anne Knox, Shawn Leitenberger,
Rebecca McCabe
2/25 Marcie Wallis, MacKenzie Lucas, Jim Rigby
2/27 Greg Coppes, Ann Dougherty, Valerie Kelley,
Bob Mertz
2/28 Michelle Mostowy, Nora Stuart

2/11 Val and Tom Gordner,
Linda and Dave Young
2/16 Marta and John Smay
2/17 Judy and Dennis Fausey
2/25 Deb and Mike Steransky

Jesus and Me Children’s Ministry

6:30 Wednesday, February 2, Volunteer Recognition
and Recruitment: Get questions answered and help
with state clearances and Safe Sanctuaries training.
As the program grows, more hands are needed!

6:00-8:30 Friday, February 11 Movie Night
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1'd like to thank the church for helping me to have
a good Christmas.
God bless everyone, Charlotte Hoffman

I would like to thank all the people who sent
cards, brought food and gave gifts to me for Christ-
mas. Your kindness is very much appreciated.

Gary Edwards

Thank you! Thank you so much to my Secret Santa
and my church school class for their most generous,
thoughtful and lovely gifts to me at Christmas.
Makes me feel so loved. May God bless each and all
of you richly in the brand new year.

Thanks! And love ya! Sally Gardy

Dear Friends,

Another great year has come and gone regardless
of the COVID situation. The Touch-A-Heart commu-
nity ministry has been a blessing to so many. This
year we provided gifts to 150 senior citizens and 140
children. Contributions were made to The Salvation
Army, Son Light House,
and the Vineyard Community and Activity Center.
Thank you to so many for the outpouring of love this
past Christmas Season.

Candy Winters, Touch-A-Heart Committee

Dear First UMC,

I would like to send a big thank you for your re-
cent donation of $5000.00 for the Sojourner Truth
Ministries home for women in transition. I'm so hap-
py and so grateful for your generosity, That money
will help a lot with all the needs to get the unit ready
for my family to live in. Thank you so much!

Sincerely, Ridey :)

The Salvation Army wishes to thank all those who
rang the bell at the red kettle at Sam’s Club in De-
cember, as well as those who financially supported
us. The men’s breakfast group and other church
members contributed over 33,000 towards the effort.

It was a challenging year again, with limited lo-
cations and difficulty obtaining volunteers. We
raised 35% more than 2020, as of the end of 2021,
with funds still coming in in January! A Secret Santa
contributed 34,000 anonymously.

We distributed 657 food boxes, assisting 43 single
folks and 470 families, including 970 kids. Thirteen
families were “adopted” by people who provided
them a special Christmas. The funds enable us to
fund programs throughout the year for families.

God bless you for your support!

Major Sheryl Hershey, Corps Olfficer/Pastor
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and Lent study
9:30 Children's
church

9:30 Worship
10:30 Adult class
and Lent study
10:30 God Squad
Rewind

10:45 Kids’ class
10:45 Worship

6:00 UM Men
6:30 Lent study

Pounds Sensibly
10:00 Lent study

6:30 GriefShare
7:00 Church
council

7:00 Narcotics
Anonymous

1:00 Lent study
3:30-6:00 Good
'n Plenty take out

5:30 Praise band
rehearsal

6:30 God Squad
7:00 Alcoholics
Anonymous
7:00 Ash Wed.
worship service

9:00 Archives
committee
9:00 Women's
exercise

6:15 Hand bells
rehearsal

7:00 AA

7:30 Chancel
choir rehearsal

7:00 Narcotics
Anonymous

12:00 Private grp

7:00 Benefit
social dance




