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Reminders: 
 

Surviving the Holidays 
For many who have lost loved ones, the holidays can be 
the worst time of the year.  To help the grieving 
navigate the holidays, our GriefShare Ministry will hold 
a special, free-standing (one-time) meeting for those 
who are struggling with loss. The gathering with be 
held on Tuesday, November 18th beginning at 6:30 p.m. 
in the Living Water Cafe. Come find  support or tell a 
friend who you think might benefit from this ministry.  
 

Toys For Tots  
The collection bin has arrived and the annual Marine 
Corps Toys For Tots toy drive has begun. First UMC 
will again collect new, unwrapped toys. You can place 
your donations in the collection bin located under the 
coat rack, outside the Living Water Café. Toys will be 
collected until December 14th.   

 

Family Promise November 30th-December 6th  
Calling all cooks!  We are asked to provide meals for 
the residents at Family Promise from November 30th—
December 6th.  A sign-up sheet will be at the upstairs 
Connections Table beginning November 9th.  There are 
currently two families at the center with one of those 
families having lots of children.  If you have any 
questions regarding meals, contact Joyce McCarty at 
570-546-8910. Thank you for serving the 
homeless.  Your meals are so appreciated by the 
families.  
 

2026 Cereal Sponsors Sign-Up 

Each month First UMC provides $100.00 worth of 

breakfast cereal to Son Light House to support their 

food distribution to neighbors in need.  The sign-up 

sheet for sponsoring a month during 2026 is now 

available in the Welcome Center. To sponsor a month, 

you simply purchase about $100.00 worth of cereal 

and deliver it to Son Light House at 130 Carpenter 

Street in Muncy during the month.  You can donate the 

cereal yourself or turn in your receipts to the church 

office for reimbursement. Thank you for your 

continued generosity.  
 

2026 Altar Flowers 
The 2026 Altar Flower Sponsor sign-up sheet is now in 
the Welcome Center. The suggested donation for 
sponsoring a week is $35.00. You can sponsor a week 
in honor of a loved one, in memory of a loved one or to 
the glory of God.   
 

November 14, 2025 

Operation Christmas Child 
Thank you to everyone who participated in 
the Operation Christmas Child Shoebox 
project.  There were 139 boxes filled and 
returned.  This was an increase of  8  boxes 
over last year!  Thank you to those who 

helped assemble the boxes and to those who helped with 
ensuring that no money was included in the boxes.  The 
boxes will be delivered on November 17th to the Grace 
Baptist Church which is a drop off location for our area.   If 
you haven't turned in your box, you may still bring it on 
Sunday or drop it off at the office next week. We will make 
sure it is delivered to the Grace Baptist Church.  Thank you 
to everyone who has been a blessing to the children who will 
receive a box.  A special thank you to the JAM Children’s 
Ministry for coloring the Friend’s sheets to be sent in the 
boxes. We can only imagine the excitement of the children 
upon receiving our gifts!  Any questions, please contact Gail 
Pentz at 570-546-3998. 

Touch-A-Heart—Tags Available November 23rd 
It’s soon Touch-A-Heart time again.  
Touch-A-Heart is a ministry of local 
churches who partner to provide 
Christmas blessings to people in need in 
our area. Gifts provided by sponsors will 
be distributed to both children and senior 
citizens for Christmas. Sponsor gift tags will be available 
beginning November 23rd. Sponsors will use those tags to 
shop for the gifts that are due back to the church by 
December 14th.  
 

Children’s gifts need to be gift wrapped and the tag placed 
on the front of the gift.  Senior citizens’ gifts do not need to 
be gift wrapped.  A list of items to purchase for the senior 
citizens is on the designated tag (male/female).  Monetary 
donation envelopes will also be available for those who wish 
to participate but cannot do the shopping.  Donations given 
will be used to support the senior citizen gift bags. Anyone 
interested in helping with gift distribution or who has 
questions regarding Touch-A-Heart can contact Candy 
Winters.  

Salvation Army Bell Ringers 
First UMC is scheduled to ring the bell for the 
Salvation Army Red Kettle Campaign this year 
on Friday, December 12th 10:00 am-8:00 pm at 
Sam’s Club in Muncy. Sign up for 1-hour time 
slots at the downstairs Connection Table.   



November 16, 2025 
 

“Our Yesterdays Are the Stepping 
Stones of Our Tomorrows” 

 

Psalm 78:1-7 
John 4:31-38 

Church-Wide Advent Study 
Our church-wide Advent study this year will be Matt Rawle’s “The Redemption of 
Scrooge.” Is redemption possible for Ebenezer Scrooge? We’ll discover the teachings of 
Jesus in the words of the Charles Dickens classic A Christmas Carol. Rawle dives deep 
into the dark, sad, greedy world of Scrooge and discovers a man in dire need of a second 
chance. Along with Scrooge, we meet the Ghosts of Christmas Past, Present, and Future 
and in the process learn about living with and for others in a world blessed by Jesus.  
 

Chapters include: 
 

Bah! Humbug! 
The Remembrance of Christmas Past 
The Life of Christmas Present 
The Hope of Christmas Future  
 

Listed below are the day and time options to be a part of a small group study. Sign-up sheets will be 
available at the Connection Tables starting this Sunday, November 9th. Suggested donations for the study 
book is $5.00 and can be paid at the first session. Books are available on the Connection Tables. Classes 
will generally begin the week of November 23rd but may be adjusted as we get closer to the time to 
accommodate scheduling conflicts. Stay tuned for those updates. 
 

There are six class options to choose from.  

Sundays 
-9:30 a.m. led by Deb Steransky, Church Lounge 
-10:30 a.m. led by Dave Gehrum, Living Water Cafe 

Mondays 
-6:30 p.m. led by John Smay, Church Lounge 

Tuesdays 
-10:00 a.m. led by Pastor Rick, Living Water Cafe 

Wednesdays 
-1:30 p.m. led by Sally Gardy, Room 202 

Wednesdays 
-6:30 p.m. facilitator TBD, Living Water Cafe 

 

Harvest Home Collection to Benefit Local Children 
Our Harvest Home Collection will be on November 16th. It will be a little different this year. 
We have been asked to partner with the East Lycoming School District in their effort to 
provide weekend food for children whose families are affected by the government shut-
down and loss of SNAP benefits.  Instead of just a general food collection, we are asking for 
specific items that will be added to breakfast and lunch kits that will be sent home on the 
weekends. This is a wonderful addition to the $2,500.00 we recently sent to the Muncy 
School District to support their weekend backpack food program.  We are blessed to be a 
blessing. Please bring any of the following items on November 16th and place them in the 
Harvest Home displays in the sanctuary or Living Water Café.  Don’t worry if you forget, we will continue 
to collect for several weeks after the 16th.   
 
Breakfast items: Pop Tarts, cereal, fruit bars, hot chocolate, juice boxes 
Lunch items: Peanut butter, tuna packets, bread, crackers, granola bars, snack chips, fruit cups, juice boxes  


